Protective immunization against Helicobacter stimulates long-term immunity.
Immunization with an oral vaccine composed of whole cell sonicates of Helicobacter felis plus cholera toxin (CT) can protect mice from H. felis challenge. The aim of this study was to determine whether this protective immunity was long-lived. Mice were given the vaccine then left for up to 15 months before challenge. After 15 months, all mice were still protected from H. felis infection, indicating that oral immunization using bacterial antigens plus CT can stimulate long-term local immunological memory.